German Saturday School Teaching Award 
GSSTA 2016

Frauke Ehmke is the winner of the very first German Saturday School Teacher Award (GSSTA), awarded on 22 October 2016. Frauke has been a teacher at the German Saturday School in Hackney Wick since its launch in September 2011. Frauke was chosen for her amazing way of combining art with teaching German in her lessons, making Saturday School very playful for the children. Frauke incorporates aspects of the children’s world in her projects, thus ensuring strong engagement. Here is Frauke's personal winning application statement:
Art and Language  
My name is Frauke Ehmke and I am in my sixth year of teaching at the German Saturday School Hackney Wick. I have a BA in Fine Arts and over 20 years experience in the arts sector and have previously worked with children in museums like the Hayward Gallery. 
Since becoming a parent myself in 2006, I have developed a particular interest in children’s education, which corresponds with my philosophy of art, and where both can coexist. I have established many innovative and playful strategies to build children's confidence and to enhance their language skills. The children often inspire my  ideas. The following two examples demonstrate how I combine visual work with a story or topic. 
 "Rules" 
In my current group of 6-year-olds we have looked at rules: exploring rules together, we started talking about where we find rules, what they mean and why rules can be useful. We talked about traffic rules and house rules.  The children drew a bear while listening to the story "Bear Tale" by Janosch, in which a boy has enough of his parents’ rules, turns into a bear and behaves according to his own rules. The children then felt surprised and empowered when asked to develop their own rules. Making rules became a democratic process in which everyone was involved. 
Each child developed a game on paper and then we positioned the games next to one another. Equipped with a dice and a figure the children had to adapt to different rules. The rules changed every time they moved onto a new game square. The children made up the rules and the inventor of each game explained her/his rule to the rest. We jumped over rivers and fires, went through tornados and reflected on rules and new words. 
This is a playful attempt to make children think about rules and also a demonstration of how children can engage through art in the complexity of rules. The visual part of the task allows the students to reflect and supports the process of expressing their ideas in German through interaction. 
 
I find working creatively in this way, allowing children  space and time to express and develop their ideas themselves, supports the process of new learning in a highly personalised way. I am delighted when I see children taking their ideas forward in unexpected directions.  Through the medium of art children can gain a sense of belonging, which helps to strengthen their confidence and improves fine motor skills which all play a crucial role in cognitive development. 
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Frauke's groups created their own games as part of the rules project
Workshop on "friendship":  
During our German Summer School I developed a workshop about our topic "Friendship". With  the 4-6year-olds, I read the book by Leo Lionni, "The Little Blue The Little Yellow", a very abstract book on friendship and colour. Little Blue was little Yellow's best friend. One day when Little Blue disobeyed his mother and went to play with Little Yellow, they hugged each other so tightly that each became green. Each  group explored how  colour is mixed by acting this story out on paper and we talked about new colours and friendship games. 
The 6-9-year-olds each got a sheet of paper and had to draw something they associated with friendship. After one minute, everyone passed their paper clockwise to the next person for another minute, and so on. By the end  everyone had drawn on each sheet of paper and each sheet was a collaboration done by all children. The result was beautiful and showed that everyone had respected the first mark on the paper and continued the drawing accordingly. 
The kids were excited throughout this process and very surprised by the "finished product". We discussed that everyone has a voice and feelings and that friends  have to respect one another. The children talked about their best friends and what they can  do to make friends and that playing with three friends can be difficult at times as one person can feel left out. The children discovered that imaginative friends can be useful too.  
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Frauke's groups incorporating art work during the friendship project
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